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matter; and about this he felt great apprehension. Now,
just as during the Balkan Wars, he was looked to as the
man most impartial and best able to take steps toward
calling an international conference or providing some other,
means of preventing the two groups of Great Powers from
coming into conflict Moreover, England was not bound
by any formal alliance with either group. And finally, it
was realized that with her great sea-power she would prob-
ably be able to exercise a decisive pressure, by whatever
attitude she might assume, both upon Franco-Russian and
Austro-German, as well as upon Italian, policy. Therefore
Russia and France besought Grey to preserve peace by
indicating energetically to Germany that if war came,
England would support them. And Germany besought him
to preserve peace by putting pressure on Russia to remain
quiet.
But Grey was unwilling, early in the crisis, to warn
Germany energetically, because his Cabinet was divided on
the question of England's eventual intervention; he could
not make a threat which he might not be able to carry
out; and he was fearful of saying anything which might
encourage France and Russia to let themselves in for war,
counting on support which the British Cabinet and Parlia-
ment might not be willing to render when the ordeal came.
It was only very gradually that he acceded to the urgings
of Russia and France, seconded by his own Secretaries,
Crowe and Nicolson, and gave warning hints to Germany
in the shape of announcements concerning the British Fleet,
and later in plainer terms to the German Ambassador,
Nor, on the other hand, was he willing to put restraint upon
Russia, for fear it might break, down the solidarity of the
Triple Entente, cause "misunderstandings," and possibly
wreck the Anglo-Russian Entente concerning the Middle
East.
In the early summer of 1914, before the Sarajevo trag-